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They had carried a gift for the Holy Father and as providence would have it, they picked up the cloth bag of 

Seva Kendra Calcutta with the message – “Say No to Plastic” ! to present the gift to him.

Mrs. Ofelia Kaisar writes, “After the initial photographs were clicked we handed over our gift to him. He was 

very happy with the gift and we explained why it came in a cloth bag. He looked at it and gave a smile 

especially when we pointed out the message on the bag that read “Say No to Plastic”. He was curious about 

Seva Kendra Calcutta and I mentioned to him that it is the social service unit of the Archdiocese of Calcutta. 

Besides Seva Kendra Calcutta, we shared with the Holy Father the various other activities that we both do for 

the benefit of the people especially the poor.”

Mrs. Ofelia Kaisar, a member of the Governing Board of Seva Kendra Calcutta and her husband Mr. Vepul 

Kaisar were blessed with a private audience with the Holy Father, Pope Francis in the Vatican, on 8th 

November 2019. Needless to say they were overwhelmed with joy.

PLASTIC-FREE CAMPAIGN 
OF SEVA KENDRA CALCUTTA REACHES THE VATICAN
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REV. DR. FRANKLIN MENEZES
DIRECTOR 
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Seva Kendra Calcutta takes part in this nation-wide campaign on behalf of the Archdiocese of Calcutta. This 

campaign takes place during the Holy Season of Lent.  The people are requested to make sacrifices and offer 

what they save monetarily to this campaign. Numerous poor and the extremely needy elderly persons are 

helped especially for their medical expenses with the money raised by this campaign.

Seva Kendra Calcutta is ever grateful for the tremendous support it receives from parishes, schools, colleges 

and the religious institutions.

The Campaign against Hunger & Disease was launched by Caritas India, the charitable arm of the Catholic 

Church of India. It creates awareness among people regarding solidarity, food security, medical care and 

dignified life for all citizens. It is through this campaign and many other relief and rehabilitation programmes, 

the Church reaches out to the most needy with love and compassion.
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The following were the guests who graced the occasion:
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The objectives of the meet were as follows: 
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